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£ ways 7 the ck 
Advantage to 41 


State, eſpecially 
Time of War, Which 


challenges the ſtrongeſt Prom. of - 


mutual F riendſhip and Confidence 


amongſt all Orders of People; and 


as there 1 18 but too much — to 
| B - 1 
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Fo .. 
apprehend, that we ſhall be neceſ- 
ſitated to act ſome Part in the pre- 
ſent unhappy Differences that have 
ſet Europe into a Flame, I believe 
it will granted, that all Occa- 
ſions of Diſcontent, all Seeds of 
Diſcord, ſhould: be carefully avoid- 
ed, and all Expedients put in Pra- 


ctife for uniting us. 


NOTHING has been more cele- 
brated amongſt Political Writers, 
than the Conduct of Pompey, upon 
the Death of Sertorius; for no 
ſooner © was that General ſlain, but 
Pompey burnt all the treaſonable 
Letters that were found in his Ca- 
binet, and which had been received 
from ſeveral Roman Senators, and o- 
ther Grandees; for that Great Man 
very rightly judged, that thoſe Pa- 
3 bor 2 a Spirit of 22 


cution in the Common-Health, re- 


diode old Animoſities, which were 


then dormant, and kindle a Fire 
ET” | _ that 


(7) 
that might terminate in the Sx, ubwer- 
fron of the State, conſidering the 


Number and Quality of thole who 
had been engaged in that Corre- 
ſpondence with Sertorius For no- 


thing is more dangerous or impoli- 


tick, than to drive a Number of 


People to Deſpair, or keep them 
in a State . Apprehenſions or 
Fears, which Ariſtotle places a- 


mongſt the efficient Cauſes of the _ 


Subverſion of Kingdoms and Com- 
mon-Wealths; for, what will not 
a Man do under thoſe Circum- 
ances ? He will leave nothing un- 

*tempted to divert the Storm, 


Kami Tartara cœlo miſcenda ſciat ; 


bd * 


. 


ag certain Author has expreſſed 


hurryng People to Extremities, 
eltheth Peace or in War. *The 
* Ariſe, 3 Polit. 


_ a9 Ve have a Multitude of Ex- 
amps of the fatal Conſequences of 


FFC 


— 
„ 


b re 


3 

famous Common-Wealth of Rhodes 
was ſubverted by the Commons in- 
ſiſting with too much Exactneſs on 
the Payment of a Debt owing from the 
Nobles : * Pericles raiſed War againſt 
his Native Country for a Prolecu- 
tion carried on againſt him, under 
a Pretence of miſapplying the Pub- 
kick Money; and it was the gene- 
ral Opinion, that Cœſar's invading 
the r muſt be im 
puted to the preſſe ing I auc, 1 his 
Creditors, 


is EM 1 of the 5 | 
King i lliam, was very commen- 
TI in 1 »ppreſling the Addres, 
or Aſſociation, which ſome diſon- 
tented Noblemen had ſent tothe 
late King James in 1692, bu was 
intercepted, I cannot, hover, 
avoid relating the King 8. awer 
to thoſe . upon tha giv- 
ing him Aﬀſyances, that. — + 
„ 


„ Tholoſ. Lib, 22. c. 12, Flur. 8 


(#9) 


and Fortunes were at his Devotions + 
I believe you, ſays he, for I have 


them Cd in * Pocket. - 2 


Nox was the Management of che 


preſent. Miniſtry leſs conſpicuqus, 


on Occaſion of the Letters found 


in the Corps of the late Doctor 
Atterbury. On the Whole, all 


wife Governments have purſued 


the ſame prudent Steps; for tho 
criminal Proſecutions are ſometimes 


neceſſary, yet I am thoroughly 


convinced, that Lenity, and over- 


looking ſome Miſcarriages in the 
{as are the moſt effectual 


Ways of gaining or recovering their 


Affections, which {ſhould - be the 
incipal View of all Governments ; 
; - r violent and ſevere 8 
| have never produced any other Ef. 
* but Confulion and Fate 
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1 ( 10 ) 
Writers, whether the Love or Fear 
of the People conduces moſt to the 
Prince's Advantage : Various have 
been their Sentiments on that Sub- 
ject; ſome eſpouſing the former, 
others the latter ; and ſome 5 


declaring, that both are necenary 
to a Prince's Safety ; which ſeems 
to be the moſt rational Opinion, 


according to that of a certain Au- 


thor, who tells us, on this Occa- 
ſion, That as God wills that we 


ſhould love and fear him, ſo ſhould 


awe love and fear Princes, ſince 
Love cannot be efficacious auithout 
F. 6. FI 1 | 


Tris is agreeable to the Anſwer 
of the Emperor Frederick, to one 


who asked him, I ho was moſt dear 


to him? Such, lays he, as fear me 
as they do God. Nor muſt we for- 
get that memorable Saying of A. 
phonſus King of Caſtile, That he 


loved thoſe Subjects beſt, wha feared 


8 


e ans 

him, and were no hſs anxious, at 
| the ſame Time, about his Preſerva- 
tion. Qui non magis me, quam 
pro me metuant. 


Bor the People's Fear may be 
conſidered either as flial, and then 


it is mix'd with Veneration and 
Care not to offend their Prince; or 
as ſervile, which keeps the People 
within the Limits of their Duty, 
thro' Apprehenſions of Puniſhment 
3 oh : 


FEAR, in the firſt Senſe, is not 
to be rejected, but 'tis generally 
exploded in the latter; there is no 
doubt but a Prince will be both 


loved and feared, when his Govern- 


ment is tempered with Clemency 


and Gentleneſs ; or, to uſe ® Pliny's 
Words, If he lives among ft his 


Subjects, A a Father with his Chil- 
dren ; or if his Behaviour to his 
5 | People 


+ Plin, Paneg. c. 21. 
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People is ſquared according to 
the ſage Admonition of“ Seneca, 
who being asked, what was tjñe 
Duty of a Prince? Like that, fays F 
he, of a good Father, who reproves 
his Children ſometimes cviih Gentle- ; 
neſs, ſometimes with Threats, and 
ſometimes with Stripes. Is there 
any Father, continues he, who has 
the right Uſe of his Underſtanding, 
that will diſinberit his Son for his 
firſt Offence? He never proceeds to 
Judgment, till his Patience is van- 
2 by a Multitude of reiterated 
Faults, and that there are more 
| Evils to be feared, than thoſe he has 
cenſured. No one proceeds to Pun- 
72 till he has tried all Reme- 
dies A Price muſt imitate a Fa- 
ther : e give him that Iitle, that 
he. might know he is 1nveſted with 3 
Fatherly. Power, which, of all others, 
is the beſt. tempered, in regard a 
nn RE 


De Clementia. 


673) 
Fille conſults the Benefit 25 bir 
Children before his oc. 


O People in ws World: are 


: better intitled to Acts of Indemni- 
ty or Grace, than the common or 


inferior Orders of People in Eng- 
lind, who, thro! Perſuaſion or In- 
advertency, are taught to follow 


their Chiefs, on the Score of Prin- 


ciple, tho a miſtaken one; for 


ſuch is the Infatuation and Influence 
of : a Party Spirit, that it 15 become 


a Mark of Honour and Virtue En 
mon gſt thoſe miſled People, toi 


chin in- with all the Exceſſes of 


their Leadefs, tho never ſo incon- 


ſiſtent with their own Welfare, or 
that of the Kingdom, or even che 


Laws, which has frequently plung- 
ed vera good meaning People 1 in 
the moſt dangerous Attempts, with- 
out reffecting, that they were 
chouſed by thdſe very Wade Who! 


make it too evident to the Worldy ; 


0 _ 
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( 14) 
that their Counterfeit Zeal for Re- 
ligion, and their Falſe Pretences 
for civil Liberty, were made uſe 
of as Artifices to deceive their 
ignorant Followers, in order 
to accompliſh their own ambi- 
tious Deſigns ; and, I may fay in 
general, that it has hk the con- 
in af the Chiefs of both 
—. from the very begin 
of our Diviſions, to Ty 0 
Zeal and Affections of the Peo eople, 
with a Multitude of Promiſes, 
and fair Pretences, till they get 
into the Road of Preferment, and 
then they « drive on their particular 
Intereſts, and leave the deluded 
Multitude to ſhift for themſelves, 
till there is a new Call for their 
a. 


1 . is very 3 indeed, 
that in a Reign ſo diſtin l 


this for a Number of Eat 
; Wia Lars, chere uld be 


* eee n g 8 


enz 53 
no Act of Indemnity, as has been 
the Practice, in all former Reigns, 
even in thoſe of our worſt Mon- 
archs, ſince nothing ſtrengthens a 
Throne, more than the Reputation 
of dps wn i | 


Ir is certain 1 Nation expilled 


ſuch a Law, for Revenge is odious 


amongſt Engliſhmen, except it be 


exerciſed ſoon after the Crime, for 


Time wears off the Senſe of Inju- 
ries. It can never be the Deſire 
of Engliſhmen to have their Neigh- 
bours or Acquaintance harraſs'd and 

erſecuted with Fines, Impriſon- 
ments, or other Severitics. and tis 


much to be yy that none 


can oppoſe ach an Act but Repub 
Hicans of * Faccobites not that they are 
Not in neee of one) each of them 


| Hives at aChange, tho upon differ- 
ent Mottves. If the former ſacceeds, 


then the other looks upon a Reſto. 


"Fation « to be the tn packende; 
"= 2 


but 


(66) 5 
3 both diſlike the preſent Eg. | 
tabliſhment, and every thing that 
might tend towards the Satislaction 
of the People; 5 'tis,,true, the Cry 
ſor an Enquiry into the wunder 15 


very loud, but it comes only from 


thoſe two Quarters, in order to di- 


ub the aich Lranquyltys 1 x 
NG is more certain: hg 
ani that the Vant of Security, 
and Fear of Danger, render Peop le 
always uneaſy, and fills, them WAY 
Complaint and Murmurings at ever 
ry unwary Action or Miſcarriage of 
the Adminiſtration; it likewiſe 
checks Trade, and diſcourages. all 
Schemes for the publick Goofs; "ou 
ie 15 þ. G s 
338 In may perhaps her ebieded, 
that Acts 5 or Indemnity are 
generally paſſed aſter great Com- 
motions, Rebellions, r, ther la- 
Slant Crimes, in which Multitudes 


:of Þ eople re nv0 reds Rd that as 


500 n We 


{a 17 ) 
We, have been free! from: thoſe Cab 
amities in this: Reign, the real De- 


: n of ſuch; Laws be to Waſh 2 


the Tranſgreſſions of ſome of the 
Miſty; or ther great Offenders, 
7 ado. have juſt Reaſon to appr chend 
A: kerssenstarh. a Beis 

(41 Tre * 72 2X. 1 a 


T. 18 true, there rig 8 no 


Rebellion or Inſurrection in the 


Kingdom ſince the Year 1715, but 
it muſt be acknowledged at the 
| ame Time, that, there have been 


grows ipernicions Schemes :((exclu> | 


five! of that of the Hut- eg id 
panyil ani Foot fince that Time. 
208 80S) lo Dai 6 n diem of x 


LEA us caſt dur Eyes à little on 


a gre Year: 17224; änd wer ſhall find 


There was 4 dangeraum Deſign car- 
tyäng on, in Which Numpers 5 
People Were plungedi . ſome 0 

Whom: are ſtill Fugitives one of 
Countries to avoid Proſecution. 
The Management of- the able 


* mods Cor- 


r ˙ . tex 1 
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ed, we ſha 


| ſeldom read, and 


(8) 


Corporation, and ſome other Com- 


panies, has not been ſo «pr yy as 
to Be above Forgivencl. | 25 123 


Ir we look; into the Condu@t of 
the Trading Part, — thoroughly 
l 


diſcover ſome 


Treſpaſſes which keep the Guilty 
_— perpetual M e de s 


F 
I 4 
IF | 


Twins. is another Set of un, 
pr People, who have a bor 


Claim to Forgiveneſs, in regard 


their Treſpaſſes are generally owin 
to n Theſe are the | 
ters, Hawkers, and —— | 
who march 1 in a kind of Cavalcade, 
every Term to Weſtmi yen; Tall 
for vending Writings which they 
eldomer undor. 
fand; for the Sting of moſt Libels 
18 generally concealed in Allagory, 
or in ſuch dark and eee 34 
that even the Learned in the" Law, 
N been e puzzled” about 
” them 


"us © 

them; and tho' falſe and ſcanda- 
fous Writings are not to be tole- 
- rated in any Government, yet I am 


. ²˙ oat R an. 


of Opinion, tis very cruel to pun. 
1h ignorant People for ſap ſed 
Offences, and that Virtue anc In- 
nocenſe are much more efficacious 
towards repreſſing ſuch Evils, than 
the keeneſt Severities, which ever 
leave a dangerous Impreſſion in the 


Minds of the People: Nor can E 


forget, on this Occaſion, the me- 


morable Saying of an Afatick Mo- 
narch, who being informed, that a 

| certain Perſon had ſpoke injuriouſſy 
of him, Let him ſpeak what he 
thinks jit of me, lays the King, 71 
take care to live ſo inoſfenſively, that 


#0 one will believe him. 


As to the other Branch of the 
_ Objection, that the real Deſign of 

an Act of Grace, can be only to fave, 
the Miniſtry, or ſome other Offen- 
ders of Diltin®tion, I am of Opt. 


Fx Þ g 
inen 


22 30 
bon it will have no Weight, With 
any one, WhO reflects u pon the 
Conduct of the erate? Queen 
Elizabeth, and ker Miniſtry ;. for. 
there were no leſs than Ebay 
General, or Parliamentary Pardons | 
in her "locious Reign ; one upon 
her Acceſſion to the CW and 
the Teſt 1 in the 8, T7, 18, 77" vr 
29, 31, 35, 39, and 43d Years; 
fo that, one might well imagine 
fach Pardons were become a Part 
of the Conſtitution 4 but What 18 
very certain is, that Parliaments 
and Monarchy were never in higher 
Eſteem with the People, than ini 
that Adminiſtration : and that her 
conſtant Succeſſes Müft be chiefly 
attributed to thoſe frequent Accs of 
Indulgence, tho' it is well known, 
there were no Infurrections 1 in Ey 
land 1 in all her Reig n, and 1 12 
lieve it will be ackbonledged, lat 
her Miaifters | were. never char ed 
with” C * or "Moleadihni= 
 fraimn; 


(21) 
flration; on the contrary, they are. 
allow d by our beſt Writers to have 


been Men of conſummate Integrity, 
profound Abilities, and thoroughly 
skill'd in the Art of Government. 


No was there any Inſurrection 
or Rebellion in the late Queen's 
Reign, and yet two Parliament 
Pardons were granted in the Years 

15705, and 1708, in the Miniſtry 

of the Earl Godolphin, and Duke of 

Marlborough, who are now looked 

upon as able Stateſmen, and true 

Patriots; for they are the Craft/- 
man's conſtant Themes, there be- 
ing ſcarce a Paper, where we have 

not long Encomiums on their Vir- 

tue and Merit; but he had other 

Sentiments while they were in this 
World, but nemo ante obitum beatus. 

Thoſe two Noblemen, who were 

treated for ſeveral Years by the 

real Craftſman, and his Friends, as 

Traitors, Squanderers of the pub= 
5 „„ 


hek Money, Plunderers, &c. are 
now repreſented, every Moment, 
as Examples of  Difintereſtedneſs. 
and Merit; but the Reaſon of this 
Contraſt is very obvious; and the f 
whole Secret conſiſts in this, That 4 
his Spleen to the preſent Miniſter 
ſurpaſſes that he had conceived a- 
gainſt the deceaſed Miniſters 3 and =? 
thould another fucceed the preſent } 
(and the Craftſman ſtill out of Play) 
then the preſent Munſter will be 
portray d in the molt advantageous | 
Colours, eſpecially if it be his For- 
tune to be then with our Fathers; 
for, as we always imagine the pre- 
fent Evil to be the moſt terrible, 
ſo will the Crafiſman ever look up- 
on the acting Miniſter as the moſt 
pernicious. — 


As England is the only Country | 
in Europe, where Factions are che- | 
riſhed againſt Aa Miniſtry, 10 I may b 
ſay, ct is the only Country where | 
" | . 1 


(64 23) 


the Miniſtry is denied the common | 


Privileges of Humanity, which are 
| freely granted to all other People: 
With us a Miniſter muſt never 
4 _— one wrong Step; he muſt 

_— _ ucceed; he muſt make 
| louriſh, procure Plenty for 
bow People, ind} make them all 
happy, — he is either weak 


or 8 


Tats 1s the frequent Standard 
of reaſoning in England, without 
the leaſt Allowance for the natural 
Imbecilities of human Underſtand- 


ing, or the numberleſs Difficulties 


that occur every Moment in the 


IN of publick Affairs. 


Wo ULD theſe pretended Sage: 
give themſelves Time to reflect u 
on the Infirmities of Mankind, and 
the ſurprizing Errors and Miſtar- 
_riages of the moſt accompliſhed Po- 

iticians of all Ages, they would 


D 2 cCer- 


certainly Me more Sentiments 
of Humanity towards Miniſters, and 
vouchſafe them the fame Indul- 
gence that they readily grant o- 


thers; that 1s, that they are l. 


$066 iſ to Error; for I flatter my- 
ſelf the People ſeldom think they 
have any Angelical Endowments, 
tho they will never allow chem to 
g0 aſtray. Ts | 


TarzRE is no Claſs or Rank of 
People that have ſo fair a Pretence 
to Indulgence, as thoſe who are 
charged with the Management of 
Affairs of Government, in regard 


to the uncertain ne of all hu- 


ö man Defi igns, which rather depend 
upon the Diſpenſations of Provi- 


dence, than the Wiſdom of Men; 
but this Difficulty is become uh. 


molt invincible in a Country di- 
vided i into Factions and Parties, as 

in England, where nothing but a 
divine Mithen. can ſecure a Mini- 


ſter 


Cows) 


FRE: 'from the Calamny- of the' ad- | 


warts Parties. | | 


"i 


| ie! HE Wawel e ie : 
No Productions of every Soil are 


agreeable and accommodated to the 


Conſtitutions and Wants % the Peo- 


ple; but tho' that may be true in 
Nature, 'tis with Regret I am o- 


bliged to ſay, tis not fo in Poli- 


ticks, at leaſt not in ours; for we 


bare not Mad one Malter fince 


Queen Elizabeth's Time, that has 


beef equal to the Exigencies of 


State, or ſquared to the People's 
"Taſte, if we are to form our Judg- 
ment upon their Sentiments. 


1 T- is generally news . 


our Country has never been much 
diſtinguiſhed for a political Genius, 


and I remember to have read a . 


morous Letter, from the late Lord 


Bolingbroke to Mr. Prior, then Ple- 
nipotentiary in France, which fell 
eh into 


P 


_ — 


(26 


into bake! lands of the ſecret 1 


mittee; there the Viſcount intreats 
the Plenipo to conceal the Faults 


of his Countrymen ; for, ſays he, 
we are as wretched Politicians, as 
the F rench are Poets. 


EvkRT eh no + doubt, "ER 


its particular, Character; one is ce- 
lebated for Gallantry, another for 


Politicks ; this excels in Letters, 
that in Mechavick Aris; nor are 
they leſs known by their Defects : 
The Want of Genius for Politicks 


is ours; and it muſt be acknow- 


ledged, there are ſome incurable 


Diſeaſes of the Mind as well as of 


the Body ; but they can never be 
imputed as Crimes, without offend- 


Ing againſt the Laws of ae 


| and Equity. 


War —— the Condition of : 
PY Is, | 


2 Miniſtry {till more unha 
the Det of Parties, who are 


deter- 


D FR ; Maps PIO r 8888 
V SOT OE a Rr OW CATE %0Ü0Ü]⁴0Ü—w r ; 
1 2 5 15 83 R n 5 


tw} 


determined never to be pleaſed 


with any Miniſters, but ſuch as are 
of their own Complexion, tis to 


this we muſt attribute the az way] : 


Interpretation. of the moſt in 


five Actions; if a Miniſter hap 8 | 


to be an OEconomiſt, then he is re- 
preſented as a Miſer; if he enter= 
ti his Friends 1n I plendor, then 


he is devouring the People s Sub- 
ſtance ; whatever he ſays or writes, 


is always wreſted to his Diſadvan- 


tage; and as no one ever complain= 
ed of a Hardſhip of that Kind more 


than the "995" — with 


Re gard to the prepoſterous Light, 


in which he imagined the Secret 
Committee placed his Letters and 
Actions too, while he was Secre- 


tary of State, I flatter myſelf he 


will learn from thence to weigh o- 


- ther Men's Infirmities in the Scales 
of Equity, and to avoid laſhing, or 


miſrepreſenting the Actions, Wards, | 


or TIL of his Neighbours, £4] 
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'B UT his Danse againſt an 
Ez gli, Miniſtry, are not confined 
to Jo unnatural wreſting Words, or 
expoſing their Management in th 
moſt ſhocking Dreſs; for we have 
; ſeen violent Efforts mae to fruſ- 
trate Deſi gns of the greateſt Im- 
| portance to the whole e RA 


WIAT Attempts were We! in 
the Year 1711, to thwart the Mea- 
ſures then on Foot for the Peace of 

Europe ; all Engines were ſet at 
Work Joe? that End, as well at 
home as abroad; the Scheme was 
no leſs than to ſend the Prime Mi- 

niſter to the Tower, which put him 
under a Neceſſity of prevailing with 
the Queen to create twelve Peers, 
as the only Expedient that could 
ward off the Blow : That Step was 
afterwards - one of the Articles a- 
2" him 4n Parliament ; and yet 


am 1 every Man will 
allow, - 


. 


(29) 


4 allow, that nothing but his own 


Preſervation, and the Deſire of 
bringing the Peace to a Concluſion, 


could have precipitated him into 


ſo dangerous an Experiment; 
I could give ſeveral Inſtances of the 
ſame Caſt, fince that Time, but I 


chuſe to wave them for the preſent : 
In a Word, I think the Condition 
of an Engliſb Miniſter is ſingularly 
unhappy ; he is hated, and puſhed 


"a= 


to Extremities, to which he is ob- 


liged to have Recourſe, in order to 
fave himſelf from the Fury and un- 

_ reaſonable Attempts of his Adver- 
ſaries, or rs to gain fome Ad- 
vantages Io 


runs the Riſque of being hanged, 


drawn, and quartered under a New 


Adminiſtration ; and ſince tis but 
too evident that an Ergli/h Mini- 


or the State, and yet he 


ſter is always expoſed to ſuch Dan 


gers, I think no one has a more 


equitable Right to Indemnity. | 


RT: 
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Bor as our Laws are generally 


lame and defective, ſo are our Aci 
Grace in a very en Man- 
ner; for they are ſo 

Exceptions, that the People have 
too much Reaſon to ſay, [hey are 
not cakulated for them. Can any 
thing be more prepoſterous than to 
tee thoſe unhappy People, againſt 
whom Judgment paſles in criminal 
Proſecutions, always excepted ; or 
that an unhappy Debtor to the 
Crown, ſhall be in the ſame State, 
while all others are diſcharged, 
When Acts of this Kind are made 
in other Countries, none are ex- 
cepted but Mzyrderers, and no 
doubt Mercy ſhould be redundant, 
and not defetiive ; it ſhould imitate 
that of Pompey, who, upon van» 
quiſhing the Pirates, not only para 
Ae, but enriched them, 3 


* 3 F 
v . a 
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o crouded with 


To conclude; As Clemency is 
the ſureſt Foundation of all Govern- 
ments, I am convinced, an Act of 
Indemnity would highly conduce 
towards that falutary End, by en- 
couraging Induſtry, and quieting 


the Minds of great Numbers of 
People who are under Apprehen- 
ſions of legal Proſecutions, and 

that it would be attended with in- 
finite Advantages to the Publick, 


at this Juncture, when the People 
are under the greateſt Agitations, 


as well on the Proſpect of a New 
Parliament, as a New War, | 
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